Effect of coccidiosis on blood coagulation in broilers.
Severe infection with Eimeria acervulina, Eimeria maxima, Eimeria necatrix, and Eimeria tenella increased the prothrombin times in broilers compared with the times in uninfected birds. Recalcification time was not affected. The increase in prothrombin time was related to the severity of infection (as measured by lesion score), and was significant (P less than or equal to 0.05) only in the most severely infected birds. The increase was of short duration, lasting only 1 or 2 days, and first appeared on day 5 or 6 postinoculation. Restricting the feed intake of uninoculated birds to the amount of feed consumed by infected birds showed that the reduction in feed intake with coccidiosis was not responsible for the increase in prothrombin time.